HISTORICAL EPOCHS  ACCORDING  TO MARX
the exhaustion of the mines, the ruinous system of taxa-
tion under the later emperors, and the final disorganisa-
tion of the military force, all these co-operated in the
fatal concatenation and mutual interaction.
Although, as we have seen, economic and social
reasons did play an important part in the destruction of
the antique world, we can discover no trace of any new
development of the productive forces, or of their being
fettered by the conditions of production, having any
part in the catastrophe. No new productive forces were
put to use in these centuries ; on the contrary, a constant
decline of the existing forces of production is clearly
discernible. There is nothing visible but decay, followed
by invasion and destruction by the barbarians; no
progressive evolution, but a relapse into a lower and
more primitive mode of production. It is a revolution
of a peculiar kind, very different from those earlier
revolutions and changes from cattle-breeding and primi-
tive agriculture to higher economic and social systems,
as well as from later developments like the transition
to a monetary system of economy in the last centuries
of the Middle Ages, or that to machine-work and great
industry in modern times., There have, of course, been
numerous similar cases of inward decay and outward
destruction in history, though certainly on a much
smaller scale. Nature and history produce countless
forms and ever-new combinations and changes, and
they are not to be pressed into the patterns and formulas
which Marx thought he could impose.
No " progressive period " followed on the destruc-
tion of the antique world ; but the countries around the
Mediterranean relapsed into a more primitive state,
due to the radical destruction of the known productive
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